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Soldiers of 1st Plt., B Co. 27th Combat Engineers participate in a live fire exercise at Ramjan Range. The December exercise consisted of movement
under direct fire, some breeching with bangalore torpedoes, blowing up of wire and finally a medevac operation.

B Co., 27th Combat Engineers brave weather during medevac exercises

by Spc. Molly Jones
Staff Writer

RAMNJANE RANGE,
Kosovo— Asalight snow fallsto
theground at thistraining gamut
located near Camp Bondstedl, a
medevac helicopter risesover a
nearby hill toassistinamedical
dustoff. Thetrainingispart of a
livefire exercisethat B Co., 27th
Combat Engineersconducted
during the month of December.

The medvac missions were
only one of the several exercises
performed by the Fort Bragg
(North Carolina) elementinthe
freezingweather. Thetraining
consisted of five, 13-hour days
(Dec. 8-12) andincluded night fire
missions.

“Theexercisewill consist of
tactical movement, with some
breeching using bangal oretorpe-

does, and blowingupthewire. This

isareal livefireexercise,” said
Sgt. Michael J. Eaglin, B Co., 27th
Engineers.

“We'reusingliverounds,
sending soldiersinto breech, and
boom! Blowingthingsup, that's
part of our job ascombat engi-
neers,” said Eaglin.

Thetraining thecompany
wasgoingthroughisidentical to
what they would do at home.

“Theonly differenceisthat
we're away from our families and

itisfreezing cold here,” said
Eaglin.“ Otherthanthat, thisis
exactly what wework on at
home station.

“Onethingthat’ sgoingto
bereally cool for theguystoday,
isthatthey might beabletogo
onahelicopter ride. Duringthe
medvac proceduresthroughout
thebreechingdrill,we' regoing
to have oneof the soldiersdieor
beinjured, andwe' Il haveanaid
andlitter teamtopolicehimup,
dofirstaid, call anine-line
medevac, andthey will beair
lifted out tothelocal hospital. In
actuality, they won'tleavethe
area, but they will gettogofora
rideover therangewhichshould
be pretty fun for them,” said
Eaglin.

Eaglinexplainedthat,
“thereisextremeimportancein
keeping the soldierstrained for
other missionsintheworldwhile
We' re on apeacetime mission,
tryingtokeeptheir skillsupto
par sothey won’t losethem
during peacetimemissions.
That’ swhy exerciseslikewhat
we' vebeenworking onthepast
few daysare so crucial. With
thesituationthat our countryis
involvedwithelsewhere,we
need to stay prepared, because
we never know when our
country could call usto complete
another mission.”

Fort Bragg officer, soldierswork to
make roadways safer in Kosovo

by Spc. Molly Jones
Staff Writer

PIDIC/ PIDIQ,
Kosovo— Upon leaving the
live-fireexercise early, 1st Lt.
Frank Tedeschi led the
convoy for a bridge recon-
naissance mission past Zegra,
winding up the mountainous
roads toward Delta-12
observation post near the
Macedonian border. The
convoy wasin search of a
very small bridge the engi-
neersare planning on repair-
ing in the near future.

“Thisbridge projectisa
minor project, but we're
going to be adding curbsto
the existing bridge. It's not
going beamajor thing,
however, it' sthelittlethings
like thiswe are doing every-
day to help the people of
Kosovo. So, bit by bit, little
by little, we areimproving
their quality of life,” explained
Tedeschi, B Co., 27th Com-
bat Engineers.

“Aswe experienced
while we were measuring the
bridge, alady drove by and

was very grateful for any
help we can give. They can
just slideinto the stre-
ambed. Having safe roads
are things we take for
granted at home,” said
Tedeschi.

Thesmall bridge
construction isthe first
bridge project, sincein
country, that the engineers
have worked on. Another
project, isto put boulders
and safety signs around,
and then actually build a
forty-foot span to help the
four to fivefamiliesthat live
in theimmediate area,
according to Tedeschi.

“Our next big project
isanother bridge, but on a
much larger scale. That isa
project we're going be
doing next month. All we're
doing hereis putting some
curbson.”

Although it seemslike
asmall project for the
engineers, thefamiliesinthe
surrounding area will
greatly benefit from the
effort the engineers have
put forth, said Tedeschi.
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Don t let “ Sn Novedad” be your final answer

Sin Novedad.
Thissaying trans-
lated from Spanish
means“ Without
Results.” Thismay
be a new way to say
it, however itisnot
new to any of you. |
would like to discuss
this concept of Sin
Novedad and give
you my perspective
onthis.

| was afield
advisor in El Salva-
dor, 1987-1988.
The AOthat | was
responsiblefor
covered oneffifth of El Salvador. During their war, |
recall being briefed on the number of patrols (day
night, reconnai ssance, surveillance, or ambush) that
they had completed weekly. At the end | would hear
them say, “We completed over 1,237 patrolsthis
past week,” and after that they would state “ Sin
Novedad (without results).” | recalled thinking to
myself, “how in the world could you do that many
patrols, (at the time we referred to the concept as
saturation patrolling), without having any results, not
finding any bad guys, not having a successful am-
bush, without uncovering any logistical bases, or not
being able to gather any information from thelocal
population? How could you possibly do that?’

It wasn't until | accompanied them on severa
different types of patrolsthat | was able to observe
the techniques and tactics that they were using, or
perhaps more appropriately the lack of techniques
and tactics that were being utilized.

It was clear why they were not producing any

Brig. Gen. Keith M. Huber

results. | found myself having to teach the soldiers,
and train the leadership. Thisiswhat | would like to
talk to everyone in the TF about.

When you finish every patrol, the question
needs to be asked, as you prepare to do the de-
briefing with the patrol membersto your leadership:

WHAT TYPE OF PATROL WASIT?
WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE OF THE
PATROL?

WHAT DID | LEARN ON THISPATROL?
WHAT TASK WASI| REQUIRED TO
ACCOMPLISH?

DID | ACCOMPLISH THAT TASK?
WHAT DID | LEARN?

While you were on patrol did you increase and
improve your situational awareness for you and your
unit? Evaluating the effectiveness of our patrol by
using our five senses, what information intelligence
did we gather, and how did we modify our patrol if
necessary?

Thisisreally the challenge that TFF isfacing in
everything we do here, and perhapsin everything
that we do while serving our nation. That isto teach
people athought process to complex problems and
solving such problems, to teach individuals how to
think, not what to think.

So when you' regiven amission, you mentally
break it down into task condition and purposeto a
specific set of standards, whether it's Private Huber,
Sergeant Huber, First Lieutenant, Captain, or Lt.
Col. Huber, everyone needs to look at this problem
and say, “Why am | doing this? What purposeis
therein doing this?’ Then do an assessment of how
we do it, and whether or not we' re being effective.

So whatever thetask is, whatever isthe situa-
tion that we face, we' ve got to go through this

mental thought process. It will not be good enough
to simply be trained in a specific task, such as how
to conduct a patrol, and not realize that the condi-
tions are going to change. Y ou need to assess what
you' re doing and then adjust to it, adapt it so that
you don’'t have the result of Sin Novedad “Without
results.”

Everyonein aleadership position must do this
to ensure that we don’t waste the soldier’ stime. So
that soldiersjust don't go out there and walk
around, that we are actually effectivein what we're
trying to accomplish.

That soldier in the guard tower, or that soldier
at the entry point, needs to go through this thought
process anytime an event occurs. “What istheissue
here? Why isit occurring? What isthe friction
point? What should | do differently?” Asthe soldier
makes these adjustments, he will be able to share
these with hisleadership and hisfellow soldiers, so
that everyone can gain from this experience.

Thisisour challenge: To teach each other and
our fellow soldiers, at al levels from different fox-
hole perspectives, how to solve complex problems.
Every soldier in this task force knows their job and
how to do battledrills. Itisdrilled into them. It is
instinctive. The soldier’ sinstinctsand training will
help them in those stressful situations. What we as
leaders and NCOs must do is take the responsibility
to teach people how to think.

Whether you are a commander, staff officer,
noncommissioned officer, clerk typist, or asoldier
out on patrol, let’s not go through life as a spectator.
Let’ s not go through asingle day here, in Kosovo,
and not conclude your day, until you have mentally
gone over in your mind what you have accomplished
during the day. That you do not submit, your daily
patrolling report, with the words “ Sin Novedad.”

Climb To Glory ... Tothe Top

Make things happen for you during this deployment

| enjoy making
things happen, and
at onetimel
thought that all |
had to do was wish
it and whoop there
itwas. It did not
take long for me to
realize that things
just don’t happen;
there is a reason
why things are the
way they are. | ran
across a quote that
said, “People don’t
plan tofail; they fail
to plan.” Let it not
be you who failed

Command Sgt. Maj. Ted Walker

to plan. As| travel around, I'm finding that
soldiers don’t have tangible goals. Here are a
few areas to focus on:

Have a measurable goal for physical fitness,
military, academic, financial and cultural develop-
ment. Share your goals with your battle buddy,
and your leader, so that he or she can coach and
mentor you toward success. At the end of your
six months you can assess if you planned, or
failed to plan. Goals give a sense of focus and
direction. | believe people with specific goals
generate a strong sense of purpose, mission and
desire.

When | see you in the field, | want you to
tell me about your plan. How many pointsyou
want to improve on the APFT, and how you are
going to get there.

For military improvement, you should be

able to tell me when and what you are doing to
get promoted, or how you are going to compete
for individual achievements: Soldier/NCO of the
month or quarter boards. Y our goals have to be
something clearly measurable.

Educational goals can be measured by
improvement of GT scores, taking and passing a
college course. The opportunities are ample, so
take advantage of them.

How much money do you want to save while
you are here? Just wanting to save money is not
tangible, any road will lead you somewhereif you
don’t know where you want to go.

Also while you are here, learn some of the
local language, experience Kosovo when allowed
and use all of your available resources. Leave
here better than when you came, and in the end
shout “Climb to Glory... Tothe Top.”
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Sol di er

Sgt. 1st Class John Bennett,
Platoon Sgt.

A Co., 1st Bn., 32nd Inf. Reg.
(Camp Magrath)

“Christmas time. There were nine of
ussitting around the Christmastree
tryingto open up all thegifts, figuring
who got what.”

Spc. Cassandra O Neal,
Medic
209th MP Co. (CBS)

“My older brother, when hetaught meto
ride my bike. Hewould run beside my

bike, and | alwaysthought hewasholding
on, but sometimes he wasn’ t when he said

hewas. That was how | learned to ride
my bike.”

Sgt. Beth Elfrink,
Team Leader
2175th MP Co. (CBS)

“When wewereyounger, my younger
brother and | used to goice skating
and play hockey together. | played
high school hockey, and now my
brother plays for the same team.”

— Compiled by TFF Falcon Flier Staff

on the Street

What is your favorite memory involving your brother or sister?

Spc. Peter Kingshott,

RTO

A Co,, 1st Bn., 32 Inf. Reg.
(Camp Magrath)

“My sister wasin college, and | was
younger, | wasinmiddleschool. She
took meto collegewith her, and
showed me around. | stayed with her
for the weekend. It was a good time.”

Pfc. Adam Stoner,

Driver

C Co,, 1st Bn., 32 Inf. Reg.
(Camp Magrath)

“My four brothersand | were always
roughhousing and gettingintroublefor
it

Spc. Peter Ducos,
Driver
G-3 (CBY)

“My brother, beforehewenttosleep, he
hadtopull of hissocks, andthenhehadto
pull thelent from between each of histoes.”

O brother, where art thou?

by Sgt. Jamie Brown
Senior Editor

| wastoo young to remember it, but the way my
mom tellsit, she heard aloud crash, and ran in the
room to see an overturned chair, and my two-and-a
half-year-old brother, Jeff, in the crib with me. He had
anew playmate and he wasn't going to wait for meto
learn how to get out of the crib. We were palsfrom the
start.

A lot of timesboys are resentful of havinga
younger brother to look after. Not mine. | wasin-
cluded in most of the adventures my brother got into.
Playing in the woods, building thefort and riding bikes
were things that we did together. And when | got
scared at night, it was my brother who alwayslet me
deepin hisroom. When | wasin first grade, and had a
crush on agirl, but not thefortitude to let her know, it
was my brother who stuck the baseball cardsin the
envelope, and wrote on it ‘from your secret admirer.” It
was my brother who would slam meinto theground in
our one-on-one football games, and then helped me up
and told mewhat agood player | was. It wasmy
brother who dwayslet me win just enough in basket-
ball against him, to keep me playing.

Oh sure, we had our competitive ways. | till
remember beating Jeff a avideo game. The next night
he practiced non-stop for many hours, until he could
beat me. And we also had our petty arguments, but if
someone picked on me, it was he who had my back.

Asmy brother and | faced adolescence, we
pursued different interests. My brother became skilled
with computers, and | became amean soccer player.
But despitedoing different things, wewere till tight.

When | was afreshman in high school, my
brother was a senior. If there ever was a chance for my
brother to ignore me, thiswasit. Come on, who wants
ageeky, freshman brother following him around. Jeff
did.

I remember how excited | would be when he
would come home on bresks from college. | remember
him bringing home new music for metolisten to, and
us staying up late talking about girls and whatever else
wasgoing onin our heads. That summer, when Jeff
came home for three months, it was he who helped me
get my first redl part-timejob, working dongsidehimin
afast-food kitchen. Thereigning ‘ employee of the
month’ showed me the ropes, and we shared the
stench of grease on our clothes.

Aswe grew older, our paths went different ways.
| went to college at Auburn University, and my brother,
by then aFlorida State graduate, went on to law
school a Vanderbilt University. | joined the National
Guard full-time, married and started afamily inmy
hometown. My brother became alawyer in the Air
Force, and moved far away. We kept in touch, but the
times we did became fewer and farther between.
That's one reason why | was genuinely touched when
Jeff asked me to be his best man when he got married.

I don’t know why we don't talk that much
anymore. Therewas no big fight. Therewere no harsh
words spoken. It'skind of like how if you put afrogin
boiling water, he'll jump out, but if you put himin cold
water and gradually raise the temperature, he'll bail to
death. My brother would come back hometo visit
when hecould, but | don’t think | could make him
understand that it was easy for our schedulesto clash.
Someonewith awifeand two children can’t always
pick up and visit, or sometimes not for aslong aswe
would like. And | haveto admit that my feelingswere
hurt, when my brother didn’t seem asinterested in my
children as| would have liked him to be. Maybe these
are the reasons why we grew apart. | don't know.

I do know that recent events, and atrip to
Kosovo have made methink about deeper things. And
| know that if something were to happen to either one
of us, these are not the termsthat | would want things
toend on. But herel amtelling al of you, many whom
I’ve never met, about this, instead of the one person
who should hear it. Maybe Il get the gutsto tell my
brother how | feel. Maybe he' Il read this column one
day. Maybe we'll be as close as we once were. | sure
hope so. | missyou brother.
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Spc. Taylor Barbaree/photo

Pfc. Reginald King, fire support specialist, 10th (Mountain) Division Artillery receives a
promotion to the rank of specialist from Col. Lawrence Saul, TFF Deputy Commander CMO,
right, and Sgt. Brian O’ Connor. The rank being pinned on King belonged to his father, Lynn,
who wore the rank during his service in Vietnam.

Private first class
promoted to specialist
with dad’ srank during
December ceremony

by Spc. Taylor Barbaree
Editor

CAMPBONDSTEEL— When
Pfc. Regindd King waspinned with the
rank of spedidist during apromotion
of higory andtraditionwithhim.
footsteps and | dsofed likel amdoing
himanhonor,” the21-year-oldfire
upport spedidist with the 10th (Mountain)
DivisonArtillery sad, by showcasnghis
promationwithasmile

Theressonfor theamile, however,
waan't duetothefact thet hewill be
receiving apay incresse It hed to dowith
thefact thet the Dade City, Ha, netivewas
being pinnedwiththesamerank thet his
father, Lynn (King), worewhilesavingin
Vietrem

“I know my dedisheppy for me,

heworewhilesavingwiththe 101t
AirbomeDivigon. | amadsoproud of this
promation, becausethisisthefirst onethet
| have recsived while sarving (inthe
Amy).”

Ancther Sgnificant fact King pointed
out wasthet hisded received his promo-
tiontogpedidist in April 1970, thesame
monththet hedecidedtojointheArmyin
2000.

“JoiningtheAmmy wassomething
thet | havewantedtodosincel weslittle,”
King said. “Thefact thet my father saved
just added to my ressonsfor joining. | am
reelly proud to be saving our courtry.”

ceremony hererecertly, he brought apiece
“I fed likel anfdlonvinginmy ded's

and | am proud to weer the samerank thet

10th M ountain soldier’ spromotion tied to father’ spast

Col. LavrenceSaul, TFFDeputy
Commander CMO, dsnaVietnam
Veteran, presided over the ceremony as
sverd sldiers gethered insde the Faloon
Roomtowetch their friend get promoted.

“Thisisagpedd moment for you,”
Sal ssidbeforepinning theindgniaona
fdlow‘RedLeg . “And | amplessedto
beabletoshareitwithyou. | hopethisis
thefirst of many promationsfor you.”

After pimning King, Saul, sditis
persondlly rewarding to ssean enlisted
oldier promoted.

“I lovetopromateyoungenlisted
ldiers because| wasone Alwaysrefer
toyoursdf asagpecidist, notan E-4. We
nesd pedidigssavinginthe Ammy not
paygrades” Saul toldKing.

Prior todoingmordepushups King
thenked Saul and everyonefor meking the
moment morespedid for him.

“Eventhoughmy dadandmom
(BarbaraKing) can't behere | redly
gopreciate Colond Saul andmy friendsfor
tekingtimeout of their schedulestobe
hereforme” hesad. “Thesemomentsare
spedid, but thisdeployment meansalat to
measwdl. Itisdlowing metogrow asa
ldier. | dsohavebeen bletotake
advantage of the college courses offered.
I'm grateful for so many opportunities”

King said hehopesto oneday be
abletomaketheconversonfroman
enliged oldier to officer viaWest Poirnt.

“Thetismy god. | redlly wantto
becomeandfficer,” hesad dtributing
much of hisdesreto Saul. “| redlly respect
theway he hendeshimsdf and theway he
worked hisway frombeingenlistedtoan
dfficar.

“(After thispromation) | know more
isexpected of menow, but | amreedy to
asume the reponsihilities”

Don t count every day, make every day count

can stl 1]
vividly
recall my
first
Short
Timers
calendar.
| was a
young
PFC,
serving
my first

| assign-
ment
after
AlIT. I
was assigned to HQs, AFCENT, in
Brunssum, Holland. Thiswasin the
summer of 1968. Whilethewar in
Vietnam raged on, involving more
than 400,000 U.S. Army soldiers, |
was enjoying arelatively safe tour in
Europe. Like most soldiers at that
time, | was caught up in the habit of
counting every day until discharge
or rotation back to the States. At
the time, my Short Timers Calendar

Col. Lawrence Saul

had about 900 days left.

Short Timers Calendars took
on all shapes and forms. Most
resembled the traditional calendar.
Some were quite elaborate, taking
different shapes and symbols. My
favorite was in the shape of the
airplane, the“ FreedomBird” that
would fly you home at the end of
your tour. The ritual of the Short
Timers Calendar required the owner
to mark off the passing of every
day. Virtually every soldier could tell
you exactly how many days he had
left on histour. Thiswas all part of
the culture of the times.

As my calendar approached the
450-day mark, | received a rude
awakening. Due to the requirements
of thewar in Vietnam, my calendar
went from 10-months to one week,
over night. | had been levied to
Vietnam as areplacement. To add
insult to injury, | got no more than a
7-day notice. Within weeks, | was
serving with a combat engineer
battalion near Dak To, in the Cen-
tral Highlands. Once again, | started

an all-new Short Timers Calendar. |
started all over again, but thistime
the end date was only a year away.
My counting down of each and
every day marked my timein Viet-
nam. The accounting of each 24-
hour block of time, wishing away
every day asif | wanted timeto fly
by seems awaste, now. Marking off
the days until | returned to the U.S.
and civilian life had become a habit.
| focused on the destination and not
the journey. | failed to enjoy each
day for what it was. Wishing away
the days took away from the excite-
ment of great experiences and
opportunities.

My Short Timers Calendar was
on constant public display — | wrote
itinlarge print, on the back of my
flak jacket. Inthisway, everyone
walking behind me knew exactly
when | was due to rotate home.
Other, elaborate examples included
calendars inked onto camouflaged
helmet covers, fatigue shirts, etc.
The message was always the same,
so many days to DEROS. In this

way, we focused on the future, and
not the here and now. Aswith my
tour in Europe, my stay in Vietnam
was curtailed and | left 60 days
before my DEROS. | saw thisasa
God Send.

What is the bottom-line? What
lesson did | learn from having a
Short Timers calendar? Besides
wishing away the time, | gained next
to nothing. Today, with the benefit
of wisdom that comes with age, |
often find myself wishing | had
focused more on enjoying every
day, rather than counting it away.
Now a days, | try to make every
day count, and to not count every
day. By making every day count, |
hope to make a significant contribu-
tion to our mission and try to make
a positive difference in someone’s
life. In that way, | feel asif | am
making up for wasting time wishing
away today for atomorrow that is
not assured to me, nor anyone else.
| urge you to make every day count.
Focus on how you can have an
impact on someone else’slife.
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Toy Story...

Camp Bondstedl soldiers share goodwill and cheer with local children

by Spc. Taylor Barbaree % L~ continuewhat the previous rotation
Editor - i started. Thistripistwofold, not
; ¥ only doesit foster goodwill toward

FERIZAJUROSEVAC,
Kosovo— Tidings of comfort and
joy were spread by Camp
Bondsted soldiersduring avisit to
a downtown daycare center here
recently.

“We are ambassadors of
goodwill and aregladto get a
chanceto help children out inthe
process,” said First Sergeant Daniel
S. Walker, Command Sergeant
Maor, 10th (Mountain Division's)
Soldier Support Battalion (SSB).

Maj. Sam C. Fuson, com-
mander, 10th SSB, noted that the
boxed items that Walker and the
other soldiers delivered to
ArdhmeriaJone (Our Future)
Daycare Center were sent from
throughout the U.S.

“Without assistance from the
folksback home, thiswouldn’t be
possible. Wereally appreciate their

kindness,” hesaid, mentlonlngtha Spc. Aimee Almario, patient administration clerk with TFF Division Surgeon, shares a smile with her
new friends, Eriona Blenishti (middle) and Rina Hamdin at Ardhmeria Jone (Our Future) Daycare.

Indiana, Kentucky and Wisconsin
had sent most of theitemsbeing
passed out during their Dec. 27t visit.
“Wereally appreciatewhat U.S.
soldiers have and continue to do for the
children,” said Vezire Kryeziu, director
of the daycare center that has an aver-
age of 238 students (ages 9-months to
6-yearsold) on adaily basis.

thiscommunity, but thisisamorale
booster for my soldiers.”

Spc. Aimee Almario, patient
administration clerk with TFF
Division Surgeon, who tagged
aong for themorning trip said it
was great to get away from work
foralittiewhile.

“Thisismy first trip off of
Camp Bondsted where| have
interacted with children and | am
really having agood time,” the 23-
year-old from Las Vegas said.
“Youredlly begintofed lonely
during thistime of theyear, but
interacting with these children has
really lifted my spirits. | anglad
that we are doing something nice
for them.”

Spc. Vaarie Arambulo, a
personnel service specialist with the
10th SSB had her own feelings
about her experienceswith the
students.

“Thisisgreat and so much
fun,” Arambulo said as she played

“Sincethe soldiershave been began during the previous rotation. on the floor with 5-year old Rina
coming here, they have assisted usin “Whenwetook over themission ~ Hamdin. 1 amglad that we are hereand
getting heet and improving conditionsfor ~ fromrotation 3A, not only didwetake ~ arehelping out in someway. It'sagood
our buildings. Thechildrenredly enjoy ~ over the day-to-day SSB operationsof ~ feeling to see children happy and know-
playing with the soldiers,” she said. Task Force Falcon, but we assumed the  ing we had something to do withit. | feel

Fuson said the origin of thevisits opportunitiesof lookinginonthis like | made some new friends today.”
and improving conditions at the center center,” Fuson said. “Wearejust glad to

Spc. Taylor Barbaree/photo

“Charlie sAngels’ of 10th LTF teach first aid basicsto KPC

by Staff Sgt. Michael McCord
Press Section NCOIC

FERIZAJUROSEVAC,
Kosovo— They call themselves
“Charlie sAngels’. It doesn't takea
bevy of beautiful detective snoopsto get
to the bottom of the story here. Charlie
Company’ sAmbulanceteam, 10th
Logistics Task Force, (Forward Sup-
port Battalion) based in Camp Monteith,
aredemonstrating in true “ American
style” fashion, how theU.S. Army
providesfirst aid and lifesaving steps.
They aretraining their Kosovar counter-
parts, the KPC, (Kosovo Protection
Corps).

Sporting a spray-painted outline of
the three heroines from the recently
released motion picture on acar tag in
the front window of their fild ambu-
lance, thisteam of Florence Nightingales
rock with motivation.

Working in the S-3 shop of Camp
Bondstedl, Staff Sgt. Raman Kumar,
10th LTF had an idea. Kumar conducts
planning and operations eventsfor his
section. “Wearranged ameeting with all
the officers and the commander of the
KPC,” said Kumar. “They told uswhat
they wanted to train on, what they
wanted to concentrate on,” said Kumar.

Kumar arranged for Charlie Co.’s
medic team to travel tothe KPC's,

106" Logistics Detachment headquar-
tersin Ferizg) and instruct their members
how U.S. Army medica personnel
perform first aid techniques.

The"“Charli€’ inthe story is Sgt.
1st Class John Cassata, C CO., 1st of
the 10th LTF sNCOIC and acting as

assistant CPR instructor on thisday. “I
used to do this, (teach combat medics)
foraliving,” said Cassata. “ What my
platoon lacksin skill, they make up in
motivation. Motivation comes from
within. Skills can be taught, but you
can't teech motivation. | believethisis
the best ambulance platoon in the
divison,—if notinthe Army. The
motivation level is 200 percent al the
time,” Cassata said.

The 106th’s building stshighona
hill overlooking Ferizaj and the KPC
members were ready when the “angels’
showed up. They were escorted to a
classroom where 23 members of the
local detachment sat waiting, warmed by
asingle, small potbellied stove.

The 106th’ s commander, lImi
Hoshawelcomed the four medics and
Kumar, and turned over the floor to
them. Asthe medic team unpacked
their teaching tools, including a“ Resus-
citation Anni€’ mannequin, Hosha
spoke, “We hope to get some theoreti-
cal training on techniquesand also how
totreat injuries such as broken legsor
how to treat awound,” he said.

“Thefirst thingwe regoing to
cover today is an adult who is choking,”
said Sgt. Amy Marchant. Shefamiliar-
ized KPC members with proper proce-
duresto remove aforeign object from a
person. Assisting her were, Spc. Amber
Roscoe-Diaz, Sgt. Kim McCray and
Cassata, al medicswith C Co.

The Kosovars peppered the
instructorswith questions. “Wehopeto
learn CPR better than we ever have
(Please see CHARLIE'S ANGELS, Demonstrating proper technique on how to clear a blocked airway is Sgt. 1st Class John
page 15) Cassata, right, C Co., TF Dragon Ambulance NCOIC and Spc. Amber Roscoe-Diaz.

E 1"
Staff Sgt. Michael McCord/photo
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Vitinabase camp dedicated in honor of
10th Mountain Medal of Honor recipient

by Sgt. Jamie Brown
Senior Editor

CAMP MAGRATH— Neither the chilling winds
nor the cold snow could damper thewarm fedings of
pridein the soldiershere, a the officid dedication cer-
emony of thisMulti-Nationa Brigade (E) base camp.

Theencampment, formerly known asCamp Viting,
wasrenamed in honor of Pfc. John D. Magrath, aMedd
of Honor recipient, on Dec. 17. Magrath, amember of
the 10th Mountain Division, displayed conspicuous
gdlantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty
near Castel d Aiano, Italy in World Wer I1. With his
company pinned down by heavy artillery, mortar and
small amsfire, Magrath volunteered to act asascout,
amed only with arifle, charged headlong into withering
fire, killing two Germans and wounding three ordersto
cgptureamachine gun. Carrying hisenemy wespon
across an open fied through heavy fire, he neutraized two
more machinegun nests. Hethen circled behind four other
Germans killingthemwithaburst, asthey werefiringon
hiscompany. Spotting another dangerousenemy position
tohisright, heknelt with themachinegunin hisamsand
exchanged firewith the Germans until he had killed two
and wounded three. The enemy then poured increased
mortar and artillery fire on the company’s newly won
position. Pfc. Magrath fearlesdy volunteered againto
bravethe shelling in order to collect areport of casudties.
Heroicaly carrying out thistask, he made the supreme
sacrifice— adimax to thevalor and courage that arein
keeping with the highest traditions of military service

Camp Magrath cantraceitsoriginsto April of
2000, when the Vitina Machine Shop was st up to house
the 1-187 Inf., and other e ements. In February 2001,
changing missionsrequired facility upgrades, and asitefor
anew camp was selected just outside of the town of
Vitina On July 2, agroundoresking ceremony for the new
Camp Vitinawas held and site preparation began. In
Augus, thetask forceincreased the scope of the work,
adding additiona personnd requirements, bringing the
base capacity to 600. On Nov. 10, thefirst soldiersfrom
1stBn., 32nd Inf. Reg. of the 10th Mountain Divison
(Task Force 1-32 Infantry “ Chosin”) arrived and moved
directly onto Camp Magrath.

Lt. Col. Robert Nye, commander, TF 1-32 Infantry
“Chosin” looked to the future when he spoke a the
dedication ceremony.

“Thisdedicationisaso specid for the Vitinamunici-
pdity. Camp Magrath represents the hope and the call for
civic duty, and siflesssarvice by dl ditizensto continueto
work together for abetter Kosovo, now andinthe

future” hesad.

Brig. Gen. Keith M. Huber, Task Force
Falcon Commander, spokeof thesymbolic
importance of the new base camp.

“Thisbase campismorethan aset of new
buildings it isadear symbol and areminder of two
things” hesad. “It isademongtration of the
continued support and commitment of the United
States of Americato the people of Kosovo, and a
clear of example of what can be accomplished
when peoplework together. Over three hundred
workers built this base camp, and now 139
workersearn therr living here. These human beings
demongtrated to you and themselves that they
could work towardsacommon god. They
demonstrated that they could work together to
earnaliving, toraisether families, to build their
future. Thet isthe common bond that wed| share.
That isthe common bond that we must encourage,
that human beingsworking together without fear of
violencewill build this base camp and will build the
future of Kosovo.”

Thesoldiersand civilianswho gathered to
dedicate the new camp, shared acommon bond,
and severd said thet they felt that the ceremony
wasworthwhile.

“| thought it wasavery good ceremony, |
learned something new. | had not heard about Pfc.
Magrath before,” said Sgt. ClarenceRoshell, TF
504th. “I was glad we got everybody together.”

“I thought it was agreet event,” said Capt.
Tyler Sunshine, Battalion Personnd Officer for TF
1-32 Infantry “Chosin”. “We had people herefrom
alot of different nations, wehad loca Albanianand
Serbian representatives, wehad al theworkers
who hel ped build thiscamp and the commanders
of different units, and it was agreet day today to
dedicatethe camp to agreat Americanwho gave
hislifein defense of his country.”

One soldier who was present at the cer-
emony, Sgt. 1st ClassAllan Williams HHC, 1-32
Inf., looked a how the new camp would affect the
soldiers stationed in this part of Kasovo.

“I think the setting was great,” hesaid. “Being
outsdetypifiesthe 10th Mountain Divisonbeingin
the cold, wet and snow. “

Everyday it ssemslikethey’ re putting up
something new like walkways, the flagpoles, the
ceremony itsdlf toimprovethe camp, and | think
that in the futureit’ sgoing to be atypical Army post, nice,
and soldiersshouldn’t haveto go anywhereelse, but right
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Spc. Taylor Barbaree/photo

Col. Bryan K. Stephens, TFF Deputy Commander of Maneuver, left,
and Lt. Col. Robert Nye, Commander, TF 1-32 Infantry “ Chosin”, pose
after the Dec. 17th dedication of Camp Magrath. TFF Commander,
Brig. Gen. Keith M. Huber (not pictured), presided during the
ceremony. TFF Deputy Commander CMO, Col. Lawrence Saul,
Command Sgt. Maj. Ted Walker, TFF Command Sergeant Major and
Command Sgt. Maj. William J. Bellis, TF 1-32 Infantry “ Chosin”
Command Sergeant Major were also present during the dedication.

here. With the PX opening, the cappuccino bar and the
gym, it sagreat campright here”

by Spc. Taylor Barbaree
Editor

CAMP ABLE SENTRY— Newport
News, Virgina and this encampment that
enables the supplies to reach the camps of
Task Force Falcon have something in com-
mon- Spc. Norman L. Coles.

But the comparison ends there, according
to the signal support systems specialist with
Service Battery, 3rd Battalion of the 6th Field
Artillery (10th Mountain Division).

“It doesn’t snow this much in Virgina,”
Coles said of his home state as he readied for
eight hours of guard duty on Christmas Eve
Day. “It’salso not this cold. | feel like we
brought this snow with us from Fort Drum.”

Being in the cold, however, he saysisn't
as bad as the loneliness heis feeling while
away from home during the holidays.

“Am | blue? You bet | am, but | know |
am not the only one feeling thisway. Am |
proud to be here? Absolutely. | know that it
was my choice to serve in the Army and being
deployed is part of it. When you are agrown
man you do what you have to do.”

Fort Drum soldier spends holiday protecting MNB (E) post

“We are all dealing with it the best way we
can,” said Coles' supervisor, Staff Sgt. Aaron
Acla, who is the sergeant of the guard during the
second shift that runs from 2 p.m. until 10 p.m.
daily. “They (our soldiers that guard CAS) know
they have ajob to do, and they just go out and
doit.”

Still Coles said being away from home is
tough. “I either call my wife (Monique), write her
or e-mail on adaily basis. Staying in touch
definitely helps.

“December 28th is our anniversary, so not
only am | missing Christmas, | am missing an
important event that has happened in our lives.
But, just knowing that sheis proud of me for
what | am doing here helps me,” he said.

Before heading to the guard tower that he
has been assigned to, the two-year Army veteran
said time spent here has made him realize just
what opportunities are ahead.

“1"m not going to say whether or not | am
going to continue to serve (in the Army) once my
timeisup. But | think more than anything else,
this whole experience has made me more moti-
vated about earning a college degree. For that, |
am grateful,” he said.

Spe. Taylor Barbaree/photo

Spc. Norman L. Coles
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by Spc. Bill
Putnam

Staff Writer

GAVIRILLO
MONASTERY,
K osovo—
Christmas Day
passed quietly at
this 500-year-
old monastery
tucked away in
long, narrow
valley covered in
snow a few
kilometers north
of Gjilan.

A small out
post sits near
this monastery,
manned by afew
men from Com-
pany A, Task
Force 2nd
Battalion, 14th
Infantry Regi-
ment.

Their mis-
sion is part of
the bigger pic- The Gavirillo Monastery is located near the town of Gjilan.
ture here in They livein connexes, sleep on cots, pull guard duty
Kosovo. When KFOR arrived in June  and have professional development classes, said Staff

1999, an agreement was signed be- Sgt. Matthew Harris, a squad leader in the company.

tween UN and the Federal Republic of “But other than that, it can be pretty quiet,” he said.

Y ugoslaviato guard all Orthodox Four Orthodox monks and a Bishop named Father

religious sites from destruction. Kirilo, live in a house on these grounds. The soldiers
Now two-and-a-half years later, don’t have much contact with them.

these men are up here fulfilling that “Theonly time I’ ve ever seen him iswhen it snowed

agreement. real bad and he asked to have his car pushed out,” Sgt.

Christmas Is quiet at monastery near Gjilan

Terrance Sampson, a
native of Trinidad
and Tobago, said.

Sampson re-
marked at one point
on Christmas Eve
that Kosovo is the
farthest place away
from home he'd ever
thought he’'d be-
especially on Christ-
mas.

Pvt.Clint
Shade, an Ohio
native, echoed those
same thoughts.

“1 never thought
I’d be here,” he said
on Christmas Eve,
“especially up here
(at the Monastery).

“Mymom'’s
holding Christmas
until | get home,” he
said.

When he goes
on block leave after
this deployment, his
mom is going to put
up atree and ex-
change the presents
he never received while in Kosovo, he ex-
plained.

“| told her: “Mom, go ahead and have
Christmas this year,” he said. “But she said
she'd wait.”

Christmas Day, the most festive time of
the year back home, went quietly for these
soldiers.

KFOR soldiers play Santa Claus to local schoolchildren

by Spc. Terry Boggs
Staff Writer

DAGANAJ, Kosovo—
Merry Christmas. These two
wordsroll off of the American
tongue like rain falling off of a
roof into abucket. Every year
on December 25, millions of
peoplein Americaand around
the world celebrate the birth of
Jesus Christ by exchanging gifts,
cards and holiday cheer. The
soldiersin Kosovo are no
exception to this, aswasre-
cently demonstrated in this
town.

The soldiers from Task
Force Dragon were in high
spirits as they showed up at Ali
Asllani School to share anice
dose of Christmas cheer by
giving about 400 toysto the
children there. Thisdisplay of
goodwill, featuring toys donated
by AAFES, was one of many
visits made recently to the newly

school, spreading happiness everywhere
it went. Each classroom was entered,
and following a short speech by Lt. Col.
William Larese, Task Force Dragon
Commander, the soldiersdid their thing.

Wheeler, who did not want the job
of being in charge at first, now findsthe
work very rewarding, but not as much as
the children that were visited that day.

Mirjeta Deda was one recipient of
anew toy. Deda, an 8-year-old local
girl, seemed enthused.

“You do agresat thing,” she said,
beaming. “1 am happy when | see
American soldiers.”

Alban Koxhaj, one of her fellow
classmates, agreed.

“I"'m very happy when | seethe
soldiersand | wave at them,” he said.
When asked if heliked his toy, the ten-
year-old replied “Very much.”

Koxhaj, also stated he wants to be
asoldier when he grows up. That has
something to do with the KFOR pres-
ence here.

Most AlbaniansareMuslim. They
don’t celebrate Christmas, and the
children at the school probably had no

remodeled school by the Task ] Spe. TerryBoggs/photo  1deawhy these soldiers picked this

Force Dragon team. Pfc. Michael Laduke and a local boy give a thumbs up during a recent visit to Ali Adlani school  particular time to come by with toys.
Spearheading this crusade i Daganaj. The main purpose of the visit was to give out toys and a new basketball hoop to the  The one thing everybody agreed on was

is2nd Lt. Amy Wheeler, Task school.

Force Dragon Chemical Officer. regional disaster relief organization similar to our FEMA
“The purpose of the sponsorshipisto  (Federal Emergency Management Agency).

get the school back to pre-war condition,” “We visit this school every other week. Sometimeswe

said Wheeler. “Thisfostersgood relations  just come to play agame, but this time we brought gifts,”

between KFOR and the community.” said Wheeler.

The KPC is an unarmed Kosovo The small contingency moved throughout the entire

that the kids were happy to see the
troops, receive the toys, and to have KFOR in
Kosovo to protect the peace.
And athough the word ‘ Christmas’ was never
used in the school, the youngsters there certainly
had alot of holiday cheer.




Page8

January 4, 2002

The Best of Combat Camera:

Thisisaregular section of the Falcon Flier which
features some of the best work of Combat Camera.
Soecial thanks to Combat Camera (55th Sgnal
Company, Fort Meade, Md.) for submitting these
photos.

Spc. Robin Quander/photo

Cpl. Eric Linz, 27th Engineer Bn., drives a Deuce Caterpillar as it is slowly off-loaded.

Spc. Robin Quander/photo

Soldiers from C Co., 27th Engineer Bn., carefully place wooden beams in order to free the Deuce Caterpillar from a steep
embankment.

Sgt. Jeremy Cole ties the fuse for the C-4 explos
mountain near Camp Monteith, Kosovo on Dec.

the mountain to make a trench for a water pipe
Guardian Il. Cole is from A Co., 5th Engineer |
Leonardwood, Mo.

Saff Sgt. John Benitez, 27th Engineer Bn., affixes
preparation for its drive up the side oSpc. Michael




January 4, 2002

Spe. Michae Barranti/photo

After an intense snowfall, the 27th Engineer Bn. was called on to clear snow from the roads at an outpost near Kodra Fura on the

Kosovo/FYROM border. The operation began on Dec. 20 and continued into the late afternoon on the following day. Led by Platoon
. Leader, 1st Lt.Carl Kisely, a team of engineers used a SEE Truck and a Deuce Caterpillar Earthmover to clear the steep and narrow

PleKelly Burkhartiphato road that leads to the infantry outpost on the top of the hill. Cpl. Eric Linz, C Co., drives the earthmover up the narrow mountain

1 the C-4 explosives planted on the side of & trail. After running into a large slush filled pothole, he drops the blade on the Deuce and proceeds to push snow and dirt into the

<osovo on Dec. 21. He is part of a team sent to hole in an attempt to fill the deep gully.

or a water pipe as a part of Operation Joint

)., 5th Engineer Batalion, stationed out of Fort

W
Spc. Robin Quander/photo

Spe. Nicholas Vanoverbeke helps to secure the SEE Truck on a flatbed trailer.

/photo
ineer Bn., affixes the tire chains on the SEE Truck in
le oSpc. Michael Barranti/photof a mountain.
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EURO becomes lega

not long serveaslega tender. An
estimated 300 million peoplewill

Euro currency.

The coinsrangein vauefrom 1 by Spc. Molly
cent to 2 Euros (dollars) and have one Jones
uniform front with 12 different backs, Staff Writer
onefor each participating country. The
banknotes range from 5 to 500 Euros, On a
which comein seven different dimen- routine pass
sions and appearances; one for each through the
vaue For example: thefive Euro city of Gjilan,

dimensionsare 120mm x 62mm, while Lt. Col. Audy

the 500 Euro dimensionsare 160mm Snodgrass,

X 82mm. Note: thebillsincreaseinsize battalion

inrdaiontovaue commander
Beginning Jan. 8, 2002, the for TF 1-30,

financeofficesat CampsAbleSentry, decided to

Out with the old, in with the new... L ES soon to have new appear ance

. by Capt. David L. Gardner member electsto contribute. Theblocks  maximum. Once the amount for that
tender with new year 10th Soldier Support Battalion that contain theword “CURRENT” will  year isreached, the system will generate

reflect the dollar amount that has been astop transaction and aremark will be

by Capt. DavidL . Gardner TheLeaveand EarningsState-  designated by theservicemember. This  created with a stop date. The “EX-
10th Soldier Support Battalion ment (LES) will undergo changesin ~ option hasnot been findlized yet. When  EMPT” block will contain the amount of
January 2002. The LESwill have thisoption isactivated, the service TSPYTD contributionsthat aretax
. new aressto reflect the members member will be alowed to select a exempt. The maximum has been set at
On Jan. 1, 2002, the Euro will involvement in the Thrift SavingsPlan  specific dollar valueinstead of aper- $40,000 yearly. Whenever TSP contri-
becomelegdl tenderin 12 countriesin | (TSP), These blocks are located centage. Therewill benew blockson ~ butions and loan paymentstaken, a

theEuropean Union. Fifty billionnew directly abovethe“REMARKS’ area  the LESto advisethe member of their ~ remark will bereflected in the Deduc-
coins and 14.5 billion new banknotes of the LES. The 4 entitlement catego- TSP deductions, anount deferred and tions’ block of the LES. Whenever a

will replacethe currencies of Austria riesare: Base Pay, Special Pay, amountsexempt. The*TSPYTD (year-  member isrefunded TSP oan payment
Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Incentive Pay and BonusPay. There  to-date) DEDUCTIONS’ block is and any TSP contribution, aremark of
Greece, Holland, Ireland, Italy, will betwo new blocksfor eachof 4 simply what has been contributed for the  the amount will be displayedinthe
Luxembourg, Portugal and Spain. The | enitlement categories. The blocks service member to date. The“ DE- “Entitlements” block of the LES.

new currency will dirculatewiththedld | - thet contain theword “RATE” will FERRED" block will contain the amount Contact the Finance Office for
fortwomonths Aftertheendof reflect the percentage rate of the of TSPYTD contributionsthatareTax ~ moreinformation onthenew LES.
February 2002 theold currencieswill monthly entitlement the service Deferred. Thisamount hasayearly

aunanenseswntensy | | ASK FOr ce commander getslibrary card

givesyou abright
future. That is one
of the things that
KFOR wants to
do for the people
of Kosovo.”
Thelibrary,
being neutral
ground, is a great
place for the
people of Kosovo
to come and work
together, regard-
less of their ethnic

Bondsted, and Monteith will issuethe make a stop background.
Euroin place of Duetsche Marks. at the local Educationis
Also on this dte, the finance offices library. Little nondi scriminatory
will begin exchanging Deutsche Marks did he know and can be
for Eurosfor dl membersof the that the brief achieved by all
KFOR team. : stop would who reach for it.
o The:\)/lawk(:s(g\lﬂr)at_ef(or o D lead to such “Thelibraries
autsche Marks (DM) is (as of Dec. animportant Spc. MallyJonesiphoto ~ Of the world are
gg?’sgzsﬁ’tg?ggsr&e%lstm = ever_“ ashim Lt. Col. Audy Shodgrass, the commander of TF 1-30, receives his library card from Mr. the gllreat?stt IeX-
Marks orore DM i ualwtomsflzg gettinga Shefket Osmoni, the library director of Gjilan. Shodgrass is the first KFOR soldier to amples of tolera-
2 1Y : library card. request and receive a library card from the library in Gjilan. tion, they are the
Euro. Theconversionratefor theDM “I de- one place where
isfixed andwill remainineffect cided to stop by simply because | Education is a very important your race or ethnic background
throughout theturn-in period. The have always been enamored by issue with Snodgrass. He has made ~ does not matter,” said Snodgrass.
dates for DM turn-in are Jan. 8 -Feb. libraries. | have amastersin it one of histop prioritiesfor his There are books here in all lan-
15, 2002 for KFOR personnel. After English and taught English com-  rotation in Kosovo. “One of the guages for al people. The building
Feb. 15, KFOR base campswill not position at West Point, so | do things we're trying to do is get is filled with great stories and infor-
longer exchange or use DMs. The have alove for books,” said people moreinvolved in the schools  mation for everyone,” he said.
conversionratefor theU.S. Dollar Snodgrass. and their programs,” he said. Upon receiving hislibrary card,
versustheEurowill fluctuate daily. Snodgrass was surprised to  “That's just another example of Snodgrass was offered the card for
Itisnot necessary to convert hear he was the first KFOR education, and the libraries directly ~ free, but refused to accept. He
currendies from countries outside the soldier ever to enter the library, support the education process, wanted to pay for the cards just as
EU tothe Euro. If you havefurther but nonetheless, hewaswarmly ~ because a good education, as we everyone else had, after all the
questions concerning the Euro conver- welcomed and invited back to be  know from our own country, leads ~ money is put to making the library
sion, please contact meat 781-4491. presented a library card on Dec. to good jobs, which in turn helps better for the people of Kosovo,
18. you provide for your family and and Snodgrass was very pleased to

*10th SSB- Camp Bondsteel Finance Office
Building 1330 B (Admin. Alley)
Hours: Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

*10th SSB- Camp Monteith Finance Office
Striker Hall Building
Hours: Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday, 12 -3 p.m.

*10th SSB- Camp Able Sentry Finance
Office
Building No. 2
Hours: Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday, 10 am. - 3 p.m.

S e o

7. Microwavestend to heatapna/m'y Ne/er pgf-f-orl or other metalsin amicrowave.
8. Closethe door on microwave fites: if a"lyghlng catchéﬂreln your microwave, opening the door will

Eight fire safety tip’s from your TFF Fire Department

Follow cooking directionson food | packades; |,

When food is cooked, stlr*and Iet sut forafew-mi nutes Thlscan prevent burnsto the lips and mouth.
Popcorn can burn easly in amlcrgwave Follow-patkage directions carefully.

Do not cook food in metal bontamg‘-—lt mayca.ﬁeafrre

If afire starts, closethe déor and unplqu_ .
WATCH OUT FORM I(ERQWAVE BURN$ Mrcn];wa/e ovens stay cool, but what' sin them can be
very hot. Use a pothol der whauemovlng_oodtrom aml crowave! Remove lidswith caution to
prevent steam burns, and test the?ernper ure Qf‘“fqod before eating it.

provide oxygen to thefire. Leave the door shut and turn the microwave off.

H + N N
gHveto-Sucri-awortny-caxse:
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Task Force Dragon hitsthemark in gunnery exercise

oG

A AHB4AA Apache helicopter leaves Ramnjane-Falcon 4 range after participating in a continuation gunnery exercise on Dec.

their ability in using their weapons systems.

by Sgt. JamieBrown
Senior Editor

ZLATRE, Kosovo — The beast hung inthe air,
hovering, asif suspended by some magical force.
He stared down his prey, and emitted aloud blast,
sending agift of destruction, leaving nothing, but
smoke and a small crater where his foe had once
stood.

The AH64A Apache helicopter then left
Ramnjane-Falcon 4 range, having successfully
completed a continuation gunnery exercise.

Members of Task Force Dragon participated in
the exercise on Dec. 27 and 28. According to Capt.
J.B. Bowles, the AH64A Apache liaison officer for
Task Force Dragon, The helicopters from Task
Force Dragon that participated in the exercise
included 2 UH60 Blackhawks, 6 AH64A Apaches
and 4 OH58D KiowaWarriors. The rounds used in
the exercise included: 3000 30 MM rounds, 3200
.50cal rounds, 1000 7.62 rounds and 80 2.75in
Rockets. The pilots tested their skill at hitting targets
with these rounds.

Bowles said the exercise | ets pilots measure
their ability to use their weapons. “What we do out
hereiswe alow the aviatorsto familiarize them-

selves once again with the weapons systems,” he
said. “The pilots are able to maintain their weapons
systems proficiency by coming out and firing at the
targets. Wewill do this once every two months. We
score each target based on a criteria out of our field
manuals and we write down what each pilot’s
performance was, and we givethem a“Go” or a
“No Go” on the engagement. Today was absolutely
successful.”

According to Bowlesthe exerciseis useful to
the pilots and the equipment they use.

“The pilots are able to benefit in two ways:
they get to maintain their proficiency, and they get to
go over their switchology in the cockpit,” he said.
“Switchology means to engage atarget using their
weapons, you have to practice continually on
maneuvering the cockpit switches to engage the
weapons. It aso benefitsin exercising the weapons
systems themselves, to make sure that they fire
accurately. The pilot is based in the back seat, and
his purposeisto fly the aircraft. The front seater, or
the co-pilot gunner, his primary purposeisto engage
the weapons system.”

Besides being useful, the exerciseis aso fun
for the pilots.

“The pilots absolutely enjoy this,” he said.

Severa pilots agreed that the exercise was

Syt. Jamie Brown/photo

28. The exercise gave helicopter pilots a chance to measure

useful, and fun.

“Thiskeepsour skillsup in using the aircraft
with the weapons system,” said Chief Warrant
Officer Dale Eggert, an Apache pilot from B Co.
3rd Bn., 229th Avn. (Fort Bragg, N.C.) Y ou go out
there and practice al thetime, but it'stotally differ-
ent when you have the weapons on board. It went
real well. We had great target effect. The gunswere
very accurate. The rockets are loud, it's afun thing
todo.”

“Basically we went out there to exercise the
weapons systems, as afamiliarization,” said Chief
Warrant Officer 2 David Condie, another Apache
pilot from B Co. 3rd Bn., 229th Avn. “ The benefit
of apractical exerciselikethisisit let'syou stay
sharp on your weapons systems, and stay sharp on
your skillsas atactica helicopter pilot. Every
chance we get to fire weapons, we take advantage
of itand do it. We were very successful.”

According to Condie, the opportunity to
practice using real weapons is something he relishes.

“1t'swhat wedo for aliving,” he said. “Every
chance we have to go out and pull the triggers, and
exercise the weapons systems on the aircraft, it's
what we get paid to do and we enjoy doing it.”

ClinicbringsAlbanians, Ser bstogether for greater good

by Spc. Terry Boggs
Staff Writer

DRAJKOV CE, KOSOVO - Throughout
history, opposing forces have come together in times of
crisisto combat their common enemies. Warring
factionsliving in the same country have combined their
strengthsto fight invadersfrom foreign lands. Feuding
neighbors have come together as brothers when their
town hall was being consumed in flames. And most
recently, in the mountainous town of Drajkovce, a
smadl contingency from two recently warring groups,
the Albanians and the Serbians, have united in an effort
tofight their common nemesis. Inthis case, however,
the opposing force they are battling is not an Army or
militia; itissickness.

Theplayersinthis scenario are none other than
the staff of atiny clinic located in the heart of thissmall

village, which happensto be situated in the most
inopportune place; at the edge of opposing enclaves.
Thisclinic, likemost othersin Kosovo, ispaid for and
run by UNMIK. It is open three days aweek and
each day representatives from a different KFOR
country treat patientsthere. Like other clinicsit serves
everybody, regardless of who they are. The amazing
thing about this placeis not itslocation or its people;
rather that itisopen at al.

For just afew weeks ago, thislittle building was
cold and empty. Only recently hasit opened its doors
to patients, and only then after some negotiating and
waiting. It wasalong struggle for the peopleinvolved.

1st Lt. Brad Tibbetts, Task Force Med Falcon
Med Civil Affairs Officer (Ft. Drum) was one of those
who wereinstrumental in breathing new lifeinto this
facility. He gives abrief history of what happened.

“Thisclinic was renovated by the Caritas Polska

(Polish Red Cross),” said Tibbetts. “I1t wasrenovated
with the tipulation that we have multi-ethnic (Albanian
and Serbian) staff and it would carefor all patients
regardless of ethnicity.

“The reason this particular location was chosenis
becauseitison an ethnic fault line. That isto say, fifty
yards oneway you will find a Serbian enclave, and
100 yardsthe other way you will find an Albanian
one.”

Thisill-fated combination sounds like arecipe for
disaster. Asfatewould haveit though, the endeavor
hasthusfar been anything but disastrous. According to
Tibbetts, the patients are being treated and there have
been no incidents.

Thisisnot surprising, however, since aPolish
security station issitting next door. Still, not everything
iscoming up roses here,

(Please s.2 CLINIC, page 12)
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Mascal exercise gives soldiers realistic training

by Spc. Bill Putham
Staff Writer

CAMP MONTEITH—
The scene inside the motor
pool appeared to be disor-
ganized chaos “ Casualties’
screamed in pain. Medics
“evaluated” them and
treated what injuries they
could. Litter bearers teams
carried the treated to ambu-
lances. The ambulances
drove the casualties to the
Troop Medical Clinic here.

Down at the TMC, the
scene represented orches-
trated chaos. Casualties
were separated into three
categories and then treated
accordingly. Some were
taken to the gym next door
and treated. Others were
takeninsidethe TMC's
trauma room. Others were
separated from these two
groups.

Thiswas the first Mass
Casualty rehearsal that Co.
C, 10th Logistical Task
Force has conducted in
Kosovo.

The scenario was
simple, said Capt. Jeff
Alden, the doctor for Task
Force 2nd Battalion, 14th
Infantry Regiment.

A convoy was returning
to amotor pool. Something
caused an explosion and
wounded soldiers, mortally
or non-mortally, he ex-
plained before the scenario’s
start.

The scenario today
could happen at any time,
anywhere, said Sgt. Amy
Marchant, amedic in the
company said. So they
practice these scenarios
here and back home in Fort
Drum, N.Y.

Marchant and C Co.
were the first medics to
respond from the TMC. They expected five or
six casualties, but estimated there were 20 after a
quick survey of the scene.

They quickly went to work. Most of the
injuries they had were lung injuries, she said.
They happen when smoke isinhaled in an en-
closed area.

But their main job as first-responders was
to stop major bleeding, check air and breathing,

To treat lung injuries,
oxygen isusually given to
thevictims.

Occasionally awalk-
ing casualty pleaded in his
delirium for help. He
wanted drugs to kill his
pain or he wanted his
friend looked at. His job
as awalking casualty was
to try and interrupt
Marchant and the other
responders from giving the
immediate patients care. It
didn’t work and he was
eventually given “valium”
for hispain.

Down at the TMC,
the casualties were treated
and separated according
to the level the responders
gavethem.

Law said he saw one
of the patients that had
smokeinhalation.

Dealing with these
injuries quickly isimpor-
tant because it only takes
four minutes before the
brain dies without oxygen,
said Law.

“The nice thing about
thiscamp isthat it's such a
small place, where unlike
Camp Bondsteel where
everything is seemingly
miles apart, places like the
PX, dining facility, bar-
racks, and the gym are
close together,” said Law.

That makes notifying
medical personal alot
easier, he added.

The sceneinside the
TMC was orchestrated
chaos, said Law. But
that’s part of the casualty-
treatment process.

“To the neutral ob-
server it looks like people

and get them in an ambulance, Marchant said.

There are four levels of atriage. Immediate
patients need to be seen first, delayed have cuts
or bruises and don’t need to be seen as quickly.
Priority can be seen after immediate, and ex-
pected patients are expected to die.

Triaging shouldn’t take more than five
minutes and patient care is generally limited to
two minutes per patient, she said.

going in every single
direction but that has
already been carefully
rehearsed,” said Law,
“who is going to take care of the immediate
(casualties), who is moving the litters.”

With just over four months | eft in theatre,
Law said there's plenty of timeto run these
scenarios.

“We've laid the ground work now... and the
next one can only get better and more realistic,”
Law said.

Spc. Bill Putnanyphoto
A "casualty" from the 10th Logistical Task Force on Camp Monteith reacts to his friends "injuries." The 10th LTF
held aMass Casualty rehearsal the morning of Dec. 21.

(CLINIC continued from page 11)

Tibbetts goes on to tell how, after great
strides were taken, asmall group of individuals
were able to convince the nurses to show up for
work.

When negotiations stalled concerning the
participation of local national physicians to staff
the clinic, however, KFOR stepped in with a
workable yet temporary solution; the nurses open
the place up, and KFOR provides the doctors.

Thisis but a Band-aid on the problem, but it
does the job while negotiations are under way to
try to convince the rest of the staff to come in. At
the heart of the matter, of course, is the animosity
between the two groups that has been around for
along, long time. And while thereisno hopein
the immediate future for a KFOR-free resolution

to the dilemma, the dialog continues.

Meanwhile, the staff that decided to join in
the fun were cheerful and very professional, and
yet were unwilling to be interviewed or photo-
graphed, for fear that their neighbors might see
them actually mingling with persons on the wrong
team.

Despite these obstacles, the first steps have
been taken to offer an atmosphere in which
Albanians and Serbs can be treated by Albanians
and Serbs. This road, like many others before it
and surely after it, is paved with many potholes
and barricades that must be dodged or overcome
before the end is reached. The vehicles that will
be utilized will be patience and diplomacy and a
perhaps alittle persuasion, but hopefully in the

end these two battling forces will come to terms
with each other in the interest of making a better
life for those who make up the present and future
of their province.

For the people of Drajkovce, and Kosovo,
there isreally no other solution, especialy if they
are going to care for their most valuabl e asset,
their children. And, if the peoplein thisvolatile
strip of land can achieve this seemingly impos-
sible goal, maybe the whole of the peoplein this
ravaged territory can take an example from them
and learn to live, care for, and eventually love
one another.

It may take awhile, but history teaches us
that stranger things have happened.
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All isquiet...

Soldiers patrol in the still of night in Kosovo

by Spc. Bill Putham
Staff Writer

DOBRACNI, Kosovo— With
very few exceptions, it was aroutine
patrol. Thetown was quiet, houses
were dark, very few people were out,
and with the exception of one crazy
dog, the usual packs of dogs were
asleep.
Inthe dead of night on Dec. 14,
as snow fell down and caused the
roadsto ice over and sound to
dampen, the patrol from C Co., 1st
Battalion, 30th Infantry Regiment,
found nothing out of the ordinary
except for aman driving home, and
locasleaving acafé.

The snow wasn'’t going to stop
or affect their mission, said Staff Sgt.
lan Trower, asquad leader in the
company and patrol |eader.

After their initia drivethrough
town, Trower told hisdriver Pfc.

Aaron Gifford to stop, and set up a
hasty checkpoint.

Their wait was rewarded a short
time later when they stopped asmall
yellow car. Spc. William Ades,

Trower, and Pfc. Adam Sands
searched the car quickly. They usually
do checkpoints like this one to keep
thelocals on their toes, Trower said.

“A guy likethisdriving around
thisearly inthemorninginthis
weather, it ssemsalittleweird,” Trower
explained in the darkness. They found
nothing in the car and the man drove off.

“Look downthere,” Adessaid. A
group of men were walking down the
road from their local café. Cpl. John
Marangelli shined the spot light on them.

“Doesn’'t thecafé closeat 11
p.m.?7" Ades asked the group of soldiers.

In response Trower asked where the
men were going. Themen explained
they were heading home and they
continued walking into the darkness.

Inside hisvehicle, Sandscom-
mented he knew he' d eventually deploy
withthe Army. Bosniaor anywhere, it
didn’t matter to him

“I"l probably end upin Korea

Important information about filing taxes while
deployed in support of Operation Joint Guardian

Special to the Falcon Flier

Happy New Year's Asdways, we
endtheholiday seesonwith giftsof W2's,
1040's, and other sometimes confusing
documents. Rest assured that beneficia
legidation existsto help deployed soldiers
throughout the upcoming tax season.

Taxes need not interfere with your
mission. Therewill beampletimetofile
whenweredeploy. Thefedera govern-
ment imposed an automatic extension for
deployed soldiers (and spouses of those
deployedif filing jointly) during the tax
season. Thisextenson givesyou an
additiona 285 days after redeployment to
file Toinvokethisextension, write
“KOSOVO" on the back of your tax form
when you do file. Specia Tax Power of
Attorneys, prepared on awak-in basis,
dlow your spouse to file on your behdf.
Married soldiers are strongly encouraged
to take advantage of thisoption assoon as
posshle

Toreceivetax assstance, you must
first dear your unit's Tax Assistance Officer
(UTO). TheUTO' sprimary functionisto
ensurethat the soldier understandsthefiling
process and determinesif the soldier hasall
the necessary documentation for filing their
taxesat the Tax Assistance Center. If the
informationisincompleteor inaccurate, the

soldier canfacea$500 pendlty for filinga
frivolousreturn.

All soldiersmust providethe
following documents W-2sfrom all
employerswithintheyesr, IRSforms
they’ vereceived, account and routing
numbersfromtheir bank (i.e. avoided
check), and copiesof all
socid security cards Soldiersfilingtaxes
that are married, separated, or red estate
ownersreguire more documentation.
Additional tax informetion can beobtained
from your Unit Tax Officer, the Legd
Assgtance Office, or a Www.irs.gov.

TheTax Center/ Legd Assistance
Office, located in Bldg 1340A (Admin
Alley, next to Finance), will open for tax
assistance on 4 February 2002. Appoint-
ments are available Mon.-Sat.1000-1630
hours, and Sun.1300-1630 hours by
caling781-5071.

“ Our men and women serving in
the Kosovo area should be focused on
one thing and one thing only- keeping
themselves safe form harm and achiev-
ing our mission. While our troopsare
under fire, they certainly don't need to
be doing battle with the IRSas well.”

— (Former) U.S. Rep. Bill Archer (R-Texas)
Ways and Means Committee

soontoo,” hesaid.

Just after the car drove away and
the men walked into the darkness, they
started to patrol through town again. As
they |€ft, adog, one soldier caled him
crazy, showed up.

"Hey that’'sthe dog from the hill,” Pfc.
Aaron Gifford said. Thedog ran along-
side the humvee and followed the patrol

Spc. Bill Putnam/photo

Spc. William Ades, an infantryman in C Co., 1st Battalion, 30th Infantry Regiment, searches a car during a patrol of Dobracani.

everywherethey went in town.

He stayed even when they said
helloto aloca arcade owner.

“Crazy dog,” Trower said.

But the crazy dog wasn't there
when the most routine statement of them
al wassaid by Trower: “letsroll home.”

Show stopper ...

The Arizona Cardinal Cheerleaders entertained and visited

TFF PAO).

with U.S. troops in the TFF area of operations during the
month of December. The tour, sponsored by MWR and USO,
concluded after a two-hour Dec. 21st show held at the Camp
Bondsteel Theater. Pictured above is one of the Cardinal
Cheerleaders (photo and caption by Spc. Taylor Barbaree/
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A closar look at Christmas traditions in Kosovo

by Drita Perezic
TFF Cultural Advisor

Among the various populations of Kosovo there
are two groups of Christians that celebrate Christmas,
however on different days. The Albanians of Kosovo
that belong to the Roman Catholic Church celebrate
Christmas following the same calendar we do. And so
on December 24th Midnight Masswill be held at the
Albanian Roman Catholic Churches throughout the
province, followed by Christmas Mass on the 25th
traditionally held at 11 am. Chrismasisatimefor family
and friends to be together, not necessarily for the
exchange of gifts. Large family feastsare held and
family and friends enjoy the company of each other.

The Serbians of Kosovo are exclusively Orthodox
Chrigtians. Their church is autocephalous, which means
itisan independent Serbian Orthodox Church. The
Orthodox Christians use the Julian calendar. The date
of Christmas Eve then falls on the 6th and Christmas
day on the 7th of January. There are various Christmas
traditions for the Serbsthat require that the 3 preceding

Sundays be marked with specia events.

Just aswith the Albanian Catholics of Kosovo,
the Serbs of Kosovo will take the time to share with
family and closefriends. Again, whilewe may
traditiondly think of Christmasasatimefor gift
giving, the greatest gift for the people of Kosovo
that celebrate Christmasisto be among family and
friends.

The mgjority of Kosovo's population is made
up of Albaniansthat are secular Mudims. Their Holy
Month of fasting, Ramadan, has recently cometo an
end. The Mudlims of Kosovo, which by theway are
not only Albanian— thereare Turks, and Roma, and
Bosniansthat share the same religion— recognize
theimportance of thisholiday for their Christian
neighbors. In the past it was not odd to see an
Albanian Mudim visiting with his Serb Orthodox
neighbor to wish him and hisfamily amerry Christ-
mas, or to see an Albanian Roman Catholic visit
with hisMudlim Turk neighbor and wish him well for
the month of Ramadan. Much of that has changed
given the war that has torn the people of Kosovo

apart.

The Albanian Christiansand Moslemsdo not find
themselves at odds and will be more than happy to
celebrate the variousrdligious holidaystogether. There
are even some Albanian Kosovar familiesthat have both
Muslim and Catholic members. Inter-ethnic relations
among the Serbs and the Albanians are very fractured
right now. We probably will not seetoo many Albanians,
regardless asto whether Muslim or Roman Catholic,
visiting with the Serbs or vice versa. It isvery disheart-
ening, but the redlity in the Kosovo of today.

Regardless of the ethnic group or thereligion of the
locals, they will be more than happy to wish you amerry
Christmas, and express general well wishesfor the
holiday season. We as Americans aso belong to differ-
ent religions. Let ustakethis holiday season we share
together as members of KFOR to say specid prayer for
the people of Kosovo that they may one day be ableto
celebrate together again as human beings, not ethnic

groups.

Legends of Hardwood’ come to Monteith during December

by Spc. Bill Putham
Staff Writer

CAMP MONTEITH— Two NBA legends took
advantage of a“significant opportunity” to play a
game of basketball at the Field House here on Dec.
11.

Artis Gilmore and Anthony “ Spudd” Webb
teamed up with four soldiersto play the winning team
of the MWR sponsored “Classics Of The Hard-
wood” tournament held Dec. 8-11, 2001.

Inafun, social game of half-court basketball,
their team came from behind to beat the LT's Team
58-51.

“It wasagreat , great experience,” Spc. Carlos

Spc. Bill Putnanyphoto
Artis Gilmore drives to the hoop during the Classics Of The Hardwood basketball
game on Dec. 11 at Camp Monteith. Gilmore and Webb beat the LT's Team 58-51.

Jenkins, aplayer ontheLT's
Team said after the game. “It
was great to rate your game on
how good you're playing.”

What brought Gilmore
and Webb here was something
that Gilmore described was a
“unique opportunity to visit
military people not only inthe
U.S. but we'll aso bevisiting a
number of bases throughout
Europe.

“1 guessit’ sredlly signifi-
cant to have an opportunity to
come and visit peoplein such a
foreign location, like here.
Everyone's been wonderful;
you guys are very specia and
I’'m certainly happy that | had
the opportunity to come and
spend sometime with all of
you specia people.”

Webb and Gilmore have
traveled al over Europe for
thistour, stopping in Sargjevo
beforearriving here. All that
traveling can be overwhelming,
said Gilmore.

“Gosh, you kind of lose
track. Probably eight or ten
stopsin the Classics tour this
year,” Gilmore said.

“Y ou get achanceto go
to places and spend not an
awful lot of time but some
locations more time than
others. But mostly we had

Gilmore' s career started in the old American
Basketball Association with the Kentucky Colonels.
After five yearsthere he moved onto the NBA’s
Chicago Bullsbefore heretired in 1987 with the
BostonCeltics.

“It was an extraordinary span,” he said of his
career.

Thetalent level of the LT’ s Team was better than
Gilmore expected. “We sociaized and had fun
playing around, of course the rules are different, and
the guys arereally into and they play serious.

“Of course, | have not been in condition to play
on akind of serious scale like that. But it was enjoy-
ableand | certainly enjoyed it. It was great to have
that kind of competitive mentality on the basketball
court and | know they carry that over to the work
place.”

Playing basketball with NBA starsis something
the soldiers on both teams will never forget.

“Playing with Spudd Webb and Artis Gilmore
rates as one the top momentsin my military career,”
Jenkinssaid.

For Gilmore the experience is different.

“The onething that | will be ableto take homeis
how pleased these guys are. That certainly makes me
feel wonderfully,” he said.

Even though these tours require a certain amount
of work to stay in shape Gilmore said he enjoysit.
The NBA legend also noted, when asked about the
possibility of returning to an area such as Kosovo.

“Yes, absolutely, if there’ s an opportunity to go
and travel and come visit guysin thistype of location
then | will more than happy todoit.”

Gilmore also exchanged e-mail addresses with a
number of the soldiers and plans on staying in contact
with them.

an opportunity to shake
hands... say hello and
emphasize how much we
appreciate what they're
doing, what al of you guys
are doing over here.

“That sometimesis not echoed enough
from back home. And we're hereto put alittle
bit of emphasison that,” he said.

Reaction to Gilmore' s participation has
been positive. Y ounger soldiers know who
Webb but may not be as familiar with Gilmore
have logged onto the Internet to find out about
Gilmore's professional career.

“The young kids now are smply intelli-
gent,” hesaid. “They were able to determine a
number of thingsthat | accomplished during the
years.

“Spudd’ s only been out of the game a
very short time and | was very fortunate to
have a chance to play for 17 years,” hesaid.

IF YOU ARE DRIVING WITHOUT A
SEATBELT, ¥YOU MIGHT BECOME
AIRBORME WITHOUT A PARACHUTE!

SEATBELTS - WEAR THEM IN GOOD
HEALTH
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Letting God back in your life

by Chaplain (Capt.) Bret Gilmore
TFFChaplain

Inthemovie The Doctor, William
Hurt portrays an arrogant, self-absorbed
surgeon who is the best at what he does.
However, he'scold and cynical, only
concerned about himself. Theunimagin-
able happens when heis diagnosed with
cancer and must become the patient,
rather than thein-control doctor. The
movieisabout hisjourney back into the
redlity that lifeisbigger thanhimself. One
particular conversation in thedramais
especialy captivating. Heistalking to
another cancer patient about hisrelation-
ship, or lack thereof, with hiswife. Ashe
motionswith hishand, he says, “I've
pushed her away for so long, | don't
know how to let her in my lifeanymore.”

Whoever wrote, “ Fiction mimics
life,” could not have been moreright.
Very often, wefind ourselves pushing
God away, thinking that we don't need or
want Hishelp or love. Wedo this, of
course, only until something happens
which causes usto redlize just how badly
we need Hispresencein our lives. When
that happens, we may find that, “we ve
pushed Him away for so long, we don’'t
know how to let Him back in.” When that
time comes, what do we do?

King David pondered that question
in Psalm 15, many years ago, when he
asked,

“Lord, who may dwell inyour
sanctuary? Who may live on your
holy hill?" The king wanted to know
how he could live day by day with

God's presence.
The holy hill is
Mount Zion,
where the
tabernacle
was placed.
The tabernacle
was a
tent

| abribe against the inno-
[ cent. He who does these
ir things will never be
! I shaken.
| Aswe look at what
| |I these verses tell us about
; letting God back in our
lives, it should be under-

where
God
was
said to
have
dwelled and which
represented His
presence with
the people. So
David’sques-
tion really goes
to asking what |
kind of lifestyle =~-3
pleases God. i
Asquickly
as he asked the
question, he
answered it in the
remaining verses of the
Psalm: He whose walk is
blameless and who does what is
righteous, who speaks the truth
from his heart and has no slander
on his tongue, who does his neigh-
bor no wrong and casts no slur on
his fellowman, who despises avile
man but honors those who fear the
LORD, who keeps his oath even
when it hurts, who lends his money
without usury and does not accept

. stood that Christianity is
not so performance-
based that if we do
certain things, God
will respond in the
way we want. That
would not only bea
works-based reli-
.. gion, but would
also be manipulat-
ing God. Rather,
the characteristics
discussed in these
verses are the
evidence, or
theworking
out, of the
faiththat is
within usas
Believers.
The
- first characteristic of
a person who livesin
God's presence is a blameless
walk. In Biblical times, a person’s
walk referred to the pattern of her
life. Throughout Scripture there are
many references to people “walk-
ing” with or without God. Prob-
ably the most remembered is
Enoch who is found in Genesis. He

“walked with God; then he was no
more, because God took him away.”
This“walk” isnot perfection, but isa
lifestyle that demonstrates our devo-
tion to God.

Characteristic number two isa
beneficial word. Often, what we say
about others, says quite a bit about
us. The person who enjoys God's
presence finds a way to encourage
others who may be struggling and
refuses to speak badly or spread
rumors. Remember the Psalmist, who
prayed, “May the words of my mouth
be pleasing in your sight, O Lord.”

Thirdly, a bold witness is what
God islooking for from His children.
This statement seemsto imply that
we should have nothing to do with
unbelievers. However, just the oppo-
siteistrue. We are not to be
ashamed of the Gospel, allowing
everyone around us to see what
Christ has done in and through us.

Finally, benevolent ways are
evidence that the Spirit of God is
activein our lives. If anything dis-
pleases God, it is injustice. We ought
to be a people who love justice and
mercy and work toward reconcilia-
tion and peace. When others see us
loving and helping the less fortunate,
they see God working in us.

We are given the promise that
when we live these characteristics,
we build strong lives and characters.
The difficult timeswill come, that’s
true. However, nothing can overcome
us becauseit isHim living through us.

Peacekeepers Chapel (North)

Sunday
8 am., Episcopal/Lutheran

9:30 am., Roman Catholic Mass
11 am., Collective Protestant
12:30 p.m., Gospel Service

Monday
7 p.m., Women's and Single Soldiers' Bible
studies

Tuesday
7 p.m., Catholic RCIA

Wednesday
12 p.m., Roman Catholic Mass
6:30 p.m., Prayer Service
7 p.m., Bible Studies

Thursday
7 p.m., Choir Rehearsal (Gospel)

Friday
12 p.m., Muslim Prayer Service
7 p.m., Gospel Joy Night Service

Saturday
6:30 p.m., Stay Faithful Marriage Bible

Study

CBS Worship Service

South Chapel

Sunday
8am., Roman Catholic Mass
9:30 am., Collective Protestant
11am., LDS Service
4 p.m., Gospel Service

Monday
7 p.m., Collective Protestant
Choir Rehearsal

Tuesday
12 p.m., Roman Catholic Mass

Wednesday
7 p.m., Bible Study

Thursday
7 p.m., Bible Study

Friday
8p.m., Jewish

Saturday
11 am., Seventh Day Adventist Service
7 p.m., Choir Rehearsal (Gospel)

CMT Worship Service

Sunday
9-10:30am., General Protestant Service

1lam.-1p.m., Gospel Service
1:30- 2:30 p.m., LDS Worship
7 - 8 p.m., Catholic Mass

Monday
7 p.m., Chapel Movie Night w/ Discussion

Tuesday
7 - 9 p.m., Gospel Worship Practice

Wednesday
6:30 - 7:30 p.m., Gospel Worship Practice
7:30 - 9 p.m., Bible Study

Thursday
6- 7 p.m., General Protestant Practice
7 - 8 p.m., General Protestant Bible Study
8- 9 p.m., General Protestant Worship

Friday
12-1p.m., Muslim Servicein Annex
7-8:30p.m.

Saturday
11 am. - 12 p.m., Seventh Day Adventist
Worship

Sector Worship

Protestant
Saturday
2p.m., Debelde
4 p.m., Binac Church

Sunday
Camp Magrath, 10am.
Zintinje Church, 11:30 am.
Klokot, 2 p.m.
Mogila, 3:30 p.m.
Vrbovac Church, 4:30 p.m.
Vrbovac, 7p.m.

Latter Day Saints

Sunday
Camp Magrath, 2 p.m.

Roman Catholic

Monday
Klokot, 2 p.m.
Vrbovac, 4p.m.
Camp Magrath, 7 p.m.

Other Activities
Sunday
Movie Night- 11 p.m.

Tuesday

Bible Study, 8 p.m.

(CHARLIE'S ANGELS continued from page 4)

before, “ said Gezim Hasni, KPC

Léter in the day KPC members

were demonstrated CPR methods
using the mannequins. Each member
was given the opportunity to perform

the sequence of stepson thelifesize
dummies
Thiswas not aone-time event.

“WEe rein the beginning stage of training
and we hopeto get to sustain thistraining
before our rotation isover,” said Kumar.




Page 16

January 4, 2002

Hoopin it up...

KFOR Americansplay basketball inter national style

by Sgt. JamieBrown
Senior Editor

FERIZAJUROSEVAC, Kosovo - “Basket-
ball is my favorite sport. | love the way they
dribble up and down the court.” These words
were said by rapper Kurtis Blow, and the senti-
ment seems to have crossed international bound-
aries, reaching as far as Kosovo. This was
evident on Dec. 22 as a team made up of Ameri-
can KFOR soldiers played a local club team here
in abasketball tournament.

The Americanstook part in the Astrit
Bytyci invitational tournament. The tournament
was held in honor of a basketball player from
Ferizaj/Urosevac who waskilled in the war. The
Americans had to scramble to get a team to
participate in the tournament.

“Some of the Albanians that work on
Bondsteel invited us to get a team together, to
incorporate goodwill,” said Sgt. 1st Class
George Gaines, HHC 3-6 Field Artillery Bn., the
team’ s assi stant coach. “ Sgt. Major Corbitt
stopped one of the games in the gym last week,
and told everybody he wanted some players. We
had four days of three-hour practices; we just
picked players from there.

Because Americais the homeland of
basketball, the local players appeared to be
excited about testing their skills against the
KFOR team.

“It's good to get off of
Bondsteel to play basketball,
but it's even better to play
against foreign nationals.
They've received usreally

well.”
—Capt. Lawrence Willians,
27th Eng. Bn.

“They’rereally excited to play the Ameri-
cans, for them it's abig deal to play against
Americans, and they feel special when they’'re
out on the court with us,” said Cpt. Lawrence
Williams, 27" Eng. Bn., aforward/center on the
team. “I think they have something to prove.”

And prove something they did. The

Americans who had
lost by eight to ateam
from Prizren the night
before, couldn’t hold
on to a second half
lead, and lost to the
team from Ferizaj, 82-
80. To use an Ameri-
can phrase, the teams
from Kosovo “had
game.” The members
of the KFOR agreed
that international
basketball wasn’t a
cakewalk.

“It's different
for some of the guys,
they’ve never played
international ball
before. The level is
pretty good,” said
Gaines.

“1 think inter-
national basketball has
some differences, they
are more fundamen-
tally sound,” said
Williams. “You can tell
they’ ve practiced
together alot.”

“It got pretty
tough at the end; we
got real stiff,” said
Staff Sgt. Eric
Johnson, commanding
general’ senlisted
aide. “Wewerein
control of the game,
for the most part, until
the last two or three
minutes. They put on a
press. They started
pressing usreal hard
for the ball, as the
clock was going
down. They got real
scrappy. We were
trying to stall and let
the clock run out, and
they came back. The
crowd got into the

really got into the

game.” on Dec. 21 and 22.

Despite losing two
tough games, the members
of the American KFOR
team were glad to have
participated in the tourna-
ment.

“It feels great,” said
Sgt. Rodney Thompson, B.
Co. 9" PsyopsBn. “I'm
happy to be here.”

“Itwasall infun,”
said Johnson. “They were
very graciouswinners. Asa
matter of a fact, they came
and posed for pictures with
us after the game. They
were real nice.”

“1t's good to get off
of Bondsteel to play basket-
ball, but it’s even better to
play against foreign nation-
als. They’ve received us
really well,” said Williams.
“Just being herewith themis
fun They’re definitely enjoy-
ing it. They've looked

Sgt. Jamie Brown/photo
Spc. Jason Walters, Task Force Med Falcon V, dribbles the ball around a defender.

Sgt. Jamie Brown/photo
game at the end. They Sgt. Al Smalls, 490th Civil Affairs Bn., shoots a jump shot over a defender from a team from

Ferizaj. American KFOR soldiers participated in a local basketball tournament in Ferizaj

forward to each of the games, and to get a
chance to play. Everybody here loves basketball,
so it’s fun for everybody. We got a chance to
spend a lot of time together (with the other
teams). We even got a chance to talk to some of
the players on the other teams, so that was good
too.”

According to Johnson, the KFOR Ameri-
can team plans to continue playing.

“| think now that we know what to expect
we'll do better in the future,” he said. “Hopefully
the team will be good, we're talking now about
playing in atournament in Germany. We're going
to take it as far as we can.”

But as the members of team know bas-
ketball is about more than just winning games,
especially here in Kosovo.

“Basketball is a good way to promote
goodwill,” said Johnson.

“ | think it does a lot to foster the rela-
tions between the U.S. and the people of
Kosovo,” said Williams. “It helps out alot. It
shows that we're here and we're a team, and we
can al get along together.”




